





Through the pounding flak of the savage enemy sky, 
and then... 


BOMBS GONE! 
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STRONGPOINT 


WOULO LEAD THE ALLIES INTO ROME . 
BUT OUR STORY {S OF MEN NOT OF 
MOUNTAINS «++ 








Strongpoint 
Gaaprer, FIRST ACTION 


BEFORE THE ALLIED ADVANCE REACHED CASSINO, THERE HAD BEEN ‘OTHER 
MOUNTAIN BARRIERS TO BE BREACHED ANO MANY FIERCELY DEFENDED RIVERS 
TO BE .CROSSED ~~ RIVERS LIKE THE NIBRO... 


Hf e 
Ay, 








A MURDEROUS HAIL 
TS_THE INFANTR¥ ASSAULT 

‘TS OF THE NORTH WOLDS 
AWED ACROSS THE 


ace 
Ieee 
ZZ 
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THE LEADING ASSAULT EROS: ta: THE} 


FR ss &: oS) WS 


llaabs AND: STORMED ASHORE . 


THE BRITISH SOLDIERS FLUNG 
THEMSELVES FORWARD ~~~ 
W TO GROUND 


Sonn WITAS 
NOBY: Bearer ! ’ 





AND EVEN AS THAT GALLANT ATTACK 
WAS ;BLUNTED,, ROYAL ENGINEERS WERE 
STRIVING TO PUSH A BRIDGE ACROSS 
THE RIVER SO THAT REINFORCEMENTS 
COULD POUR OVER 





DARTING FROM THE COVER OF THE MAJOR WESTON’S 5 COME LIME TS 3 sir! 
TREES, A RUNNER BROUGHT A VERBAL WILL YOU DETAIL, AN 'N.C.O. AND ol E 
MESSAGE TO THE HARASSED 

ENGINEER LIEUTENANT IN CHARGE . 
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HEARD HIS NAME CALLEO - 


| SORRY TO GIVE YOU A 

i STICKY JOB ON YOUR FIRST 
*O0' WITH US, CORPORAL, 

} BUT_ | CAN: SPARE NO ONE 


ELSE. JERRY'S RE-LAIO THE 
MINEFIELD ON THE FAR Prema 


| BANK. THE C.0. WANTS YOU 

|} TO CROSS OVER ANO 

{CLEAR A NARROW PATH 
WHILE A FULL ‘ 
CLEARANCE SQUAD IS_J 
BEING ORGANISED . FA 


THE BLOOD: POUNDED IN TUG WILSON’S 
HEAD ~~ THIS WAS IT/ WOULD HE MAKE 
A_HASH_OF THIS, HIS FIRST JOB IN 

ACTION P p> 


WITH YOU ~~ HE’S A STEADY, 
EXPERIENCED —7 


THANK you ’ 


SIR / ce. 
Bara wy TAKE IT GENTLY, 
WAS 


CORPORAL 4... AND } 


& GOOD LUCK ! 





THE LIEUTENANT TURNED ANO LOOKED OVER “THE SQUAD OF SWEATING, ‘TOILING MEN. 
WHE LET OUT A HAIL AND LANCE CORPORAL TUG WILSON’S HEART BEAT FASTER AS HE 


PLL SEND SAPPER BARKER | 


THE OFFICER LOOKED AFTER yen 
CORPORAL TUG WILSON AND S, SPER 
JACK BARKER THOUGHTFULLY 


Wes, A STICKY JOB FOR A 
CHAP 10 GET BLOODED, ON~ 
BUT WILSON SEEMS A- 

PRETTY RELIABLE TY PB. J 
WE SHALL SEE / 


PLL NIP OVER TO THE 
\ SUPPLY TRUCK AND GET 
A ROLL OF TAPE; CORPS 


:+» ANDO’ BRING A 
COUPLE OF BAYONETS,} 


8 Strongpoint 


A PLACE WAS QUICKLY FOUND FOR THE ENGINEERS IN ONE OF THE ASSAULT 
BOATS AND THEY PUSHED OFF IN THE FACE OF AN ENEMY FIRE THAT HAD 











ANO KEEP YOUR x Ol ~»WATCH WHAT 
7 YOWRE DOING WITH 
ees OWN: p B THOSE WINKLE- PICKERS 
OF YOURS / 


THEY MADE THE PERILOUS CROSSING UNSC BUT THE YOUNG 


ATHED 
ENGINEER CORPORAL WwW REAL TESTING TIME LAY AHEAD. 


ARE THE 
SAPPERS N_ Em 
THIS BOAT P 


AFTER YOU, 
MATES +- BEST 
OF LUCK / 


THANKS ~~ 
LOOKS LIKE 
WERE GOING 
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AS TUG INCHED FORWARD CAUTIOUSLY, HE PRODDED AT THE RAIN-SOFTENED 
GROUND WITH HIS BAYONET. WOULD HE HEAR THE CLANK OF STEEL ON A MINE 
CASING AMIOST THE CLATTER OF THE BRENS AND THE CRUMP OF MORTAR 

> ~ y 


BOMBS. a 5 





ve aif” 


iy 


4 


4g 


THE BAYONET SHUDDERED AS IT HIT BUT _NOW_NO DIN OF BATTLE GOULD 
SOMETHING. WAS IT A MINE OR JUST A OISTURB THE LANCE CORPORAL’S 
STONE P CAREFULLY, METHODICALLY» INTENSE CONCENTRATION AS HE GENTLY 
TUG OUG ROUND THE OBJECT WHILE EASED THE MINE FROM IRS HOLE. 
ALL_ABOUT WAS THE VICIOUS WHISPER 

OF FLYING BULLETS. 


SOMETHING 
HERE ~~ F THINK 
IT’S A--YES,A 

SCHUMINE / 


ALL CLEAR +» THEY PROBABLY 

DION’ T HAVE TIME LAST NIGHT 

TO DO MORE THAN SOW THE 
MINES... « 
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HIS STEADY FINGERS THERE WAS A GLINT OF RESPECT IN 
OEFTLY REMOVED SAPPER_BARKER’S EYES AS HE PAID 
THE IGNITER .-. f < OUT THE TAPE .BEHIND THE N.C.O. WHO 


WAS ALREADY MOVING ON... THIS NEW 
LAD WAS GOING TO BE ALL RIGHT. 


IN THE NEXT THIRTY YARDS, FIVE MORE MINES WERE UNEARTHED § 
AND RENDERED HARMLESS. AHEAD THE WAY WAS SAFE ... i 


D <a V 


{T'S NOT MUCH OF A 
PATH BUT {T’LL GET ‘EM 
MOVING AGAIN. NOW _LET’S 

START WIDENING IT... 
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THE NORTH WOLDS BEGAN To sTREAM RSS 
PAST THE TWO SAPPERS AND THEN THES 
GERMAN ARTILLERY RANGED ON THE 
GAP IN THEIR MINEFIELD . 





WS SSSS 
WWNSc 
WY S 
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SHELL AFTER SHELL CRASHED ABOUT THE TWO 
MEN AS THEY HUGGED THE EARTH. SOMEHOW THEY 
SURVIVED BUT THE PATH WAS HIT REPEATEDLY .-.- 


& h, } : 
\\ - ? 
NN at My hic) ON 
My Y, =——~ P 


an ff 
————. 


SSS = 


FOR A MOMENT THE BARRAGE 
SLACKENED, ANDO A FRESH PLATOON 
OF INFANTRY RACED FORWARD... 


—_ 
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LANCE CORPORAL TUG WILSON AND HIS 
FELLOW. HAD JUST STARTED 
THEIR SEARCH FOR 'MORE MINES WHEN 
tT HAPPENEO ... 





THE BOTTOM SEEMED TO DROP OUT OF TUG’S WORLO ~~ SURELY HE HAD NOT 
MISSED ANY MINES J WITH GELLOWS OF ALARM, THE SOLOIERS WERE . 
BLUNOERING ON «- TWO MORE SCHUMINES WENT OFF. VIOLENTLY... 


are | 


THERE’S MINES 
UND US ~~ 
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CORPORAL GBURKE, THE PLATOON LEADER, WE CAN'T STAY 
CROUCHED_BY_A STUNTED TREE, , 
PALLIO WITH FEAR OF ' WE'LL HAVE TO ; 
DEATH BENEATH THEIR FEET --- CHANCE THE MINES.) / 





? 
INO" WEVRE 
FINISHED / 


SUDDENLY, TUG SNAPPED INTO LIFE AS COME ON, WE’VE 
HE SAW THE TINY GROUP OF SOLDIERS GOT TO GET ’EM 
FROZEN INTO IMMOBILITY. IN THE ou 

MIOST OF THAT SHAMBLES . 


T OF THERE / 
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° a ” 
IN THREE MINUTES THEY HAD ENSURED UA 
THAT THE WAY WAS CLEAR ... 















14 Strongpoint 


yrs ie CLOSE ~-SET EYES SPARKED 
DANG! USLY ANDO HIS ARM SWUNG 
ROUND Riciousty . 








FACT ~~. 
= 


SLOWLY, TUG’S SENSES RETURNED AND OKED 
DAZEDLY AFTER ay NAN ITRYMEN AS ey uy 
DISAPPEARED FROM VIE' 


W--WHAT 


HAPPENED P é, 
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2 
—— 2 No-MANS PARP 
ae ee aa 
OEFENCE oe LOOMED AHE 


\ Naan 'T ts, LADS == 
RY CASSINO J | HEAR 


a 


NOW. THAT’S A 2 
CHARACTER ! WOULDN’T 
(] MIND MEETING AGAIN, 
mS JACK ~~ | OWE_HIM ONE, | 
BAND NO MISTAKE / 
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BUT-THE SAPPERS WERE- NOT’ TO MEET UP WITH THE NORTA, WOLDS UNTIL. ONE 
OF THE. MOST CONCENTRATED. BOMBING OPERATIONS It THE WAR HAQ BEEN 
UNDERTAKEN ~~ THE TOTAL,OESTRUCTION OF CASSINO M [= 





JA, JA! ONE 
HUNDRED AMERICAN 
BOMSERS «+ A/MMEL ! 
THEY == THEY ARE 
OPENING “THEIR ; 
BOMB DOORS | 


680MB AFTER BOMB RAINED DOWN ON THAT}! 
LONE HILL ~~ 576 TONS OF HIGH EXPLOSIVE 
‘|}AIMED AT ONE BUILDING - P 
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= 3] 
22:45 WAS ZERO HOUR:FOR THE NORTH WOLOS 
ATTACK <~ THREE HOURS AFTER THE FIRS 

TROOPS WENT INTO THAT. INFERNO... ot 


ge 





ST SEEMED IMPOSSIBLE ‘THAT ANYTHING COULD LIVE THROUGH SUCH A 
BOMBAROMENT, BUT WHEN THE ALLIES LAUNCHED THEIR ATTACK THE NEXT 


NIGHT, THEY WERE STILL MET WITH A WITHERING MACHINE-GUN FIRE FROM 
THE GERMAN POSITIONS. 


ALL |_ HOPE iS NO 
THIRTY ONE PUTS A BULLET IN 
{ SECONOS TO F= THIS PACK OF EXPLOSIVES 
\. GO, JACK «e ON MY_ BACK =~ | WANT, 
S ; TO OIE IN ONE PIECE - 





- COMMON WITH EVERY MAM THERE, TUG FELT HIS NERVES STRETCHED To 
AKING POINT AS THE TENSION MOUNT ED =~ ONCE MORE HE MUST MEET 
DEATH FACE FACE. NEARBY, WHISTLE SHRILLED 


TEMENT E THE TENSION OF THE WAITING AWAY AND US 
FORWARD TH JHE OTHERS, AN INCOHERENT SHOUT OF 


ee Sir BUT THEY ONLY COVERED FIFTY YARDS WITH THEIR 


EVERY STRIDE .-. 
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THE TWO ENGINEERS REACHED Mas THE FUSE WAS SHORT.- TUG FELT THA 
BARBED WIRE ANO JACK BARKE! HOT BLAST OF THE EXPLOSION AND OIRT 
THRUST TWO PACKETS OF EXPLOSIVES ANO PEBBLES STRUCK HIM PAINFULLY AS 
IN HIS’ CORPORAL’S: HANOS HE FLATTENED HIMSELF ON ‘THE GROUND 
ONLY FOUR YARDS .AWAY . A 
-HERE, TUG ~~ 


TWo CHARGES / 





fe THEY'LL DO FINE~-~ 

7 NOW GET BACK &) 

COVER r JACK, nee) 
+1 FUSE °EM ! 





AGAIN HE YELLED. RISKING.A_ BURST 
FROM AN ENEMY GUN ~~ 8U7 _NWO7 A 
MAN MOVED FROM OUT OF THE 
OARKNVESS . é 
WHAT’S HOLDING THEM 
UP P THEY CAN’T ALL 
BE DONE FOR / 


SUDDENLY THE GROUND SEEMED TO 
DISAPPEAR FROM BENEATH HIS FEET 
AND HE PEUNGED INTO CREVICE IN 
THE ROCK 


Strongpoint 








A BRACE OF MORTAR BOMBS CRASHED 
CLOSE 8Y_AND AN_ INVISIBLE SPANDAU 
SENT _A STREAM OF BULLETS RIPPING 
ABOVE HIS HEAD. TUG KNEW HE OARE 
NOT REMAIN A MOMENT LONGER .--- 


{T'S NO GOOD 
THEY*VE GOT 
PIN - POINTE! 
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: <= — 
THE CORPORAL HAD A-BLURRED GLIMPSE OF Piso 
WHITE FACES ANO STEEL HELMETS ~~  feSSeaSOA OY 
AND A FIERCE RAGE GRIPPED HIM. —- 

Z 








Strongpoint 


TUG’S EYES FLAMED ae BURLY SERGEANT WAS NONE oe THAN THE MAN 
Wee HAD KNOCKED HIM OUT DURING THE-NIBRO CROSSIN * 


V WE-LL ~~ IF IT_ISN’T THE SAPPER 
( CANCE: JACK! STILL TRYING TO KILL 
US OFF, EH? YOU GOT IT IN FOR 

OUR MOB OR SOMETHING P ag 


¥ JOS 
FORWARD » 


HERE IN A DITCH / 


a WILSON SHOT A GLANCE AT TH SOLDIERS SEH Bl 
NOTHING OF FEAR IN THEIR FACES» ONLY SULLEN RESELLION © 


4 BY Ti THUNOER/ PVE A _ GOOD MIND 
TO TAKE “THESE LADS OVER_THE 
TOP MYSELF ~~ 4 FOLLOW 

ME, WON'T YOU LAOS > 





Strongpoint 


HANDS TIGHTENED ON RIFLES ,AS THE SOLDIERS 
ACCEPTED THAT STIRRING CHALLENGE -~ 440 
THEN CAME A HARSH WTERRUPTION £ 


ee 


R] 





—_— 


HOLD IT! AOLO /7Te 
ae THE FIRST MAN WHO MOVES 
ides iz SETS A BURST FROM THIS / 


ASS 


oe ‘Nf IN COMMANO HERE / 


W Ke: 


14, 


~ 


aN 
iy 


THE BLACK MUZZLE OF THE TOMMY 
GUN WAS THRUST MENACINGLY IN 
TUG’S FACE «+. 








24 


Strongpoint 
THE BREN CLATTERED NOISiLY AND THE BUNCH 
{ NORTH WOLDS SCRAMBLED OUT _OF_THE 
4} BUT THEY HAD SCARCELY MOVED TWO PF. 
WHEN THE ENEMY STRUCK AT THEM. 


OF 
CREVICE. 
ACES 








THE GERMAN'FIRE WAS DEADLY -.. 
MERCILESSLY CUTTING DOWN MAN 


AGTER 
you 


A_FLARE FLICKERED OUT ANO."THE 
GERMAN GUNS STUTTERED INTO 
SILENCE FOR ‘A MOMENT ‘AS_THE TWO 
MEN EXAMINED THE STILL FIGURES ON 
‘THE GROUN , 


I/He's' STILL 
BREATHING» 
CORPORAL +++ 


LET’S GET HIM 

BACK_INTO COVER~- 
HE’S THE ONLY ONE 
ALIVE, PM AFRAIO. 
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A LOW MOAN CAME FROM QNE OF 
THE HUDDLED SHAPES CLOSE TO 
THE LIP OF THE FISSURE AND A 
SOLDIER GAVE AN EXCLAMATION .. 

——) 
U-U-Ght f 
/ THAT WAS RON +.“ A-AARRY, © 
{ MY MATE,RON / : a 
\ MM GOING To 


\ GET HIM 


A_ CLOSER EXAMINATION IN THE DIM 
NSAFETY OF THE SLIT_IN THE GROUND 
REVEALED NO WOUND 


Sao 


{| CAN'T FIND 
WHERE HE'S 
BEEN HIT... 


IF_t KNOW _WILLIAMS~- 
HE SHOULD HAVE 1 
JOINED THE A.T.S. ; 


YOU'D BETTER 
CLOSE YOUR 
MOUTH, BURKE «~~ 
BEFORE | CLOSE 
{T FOR YOU~~ BIG, 
> AS YOU ARE ! 


“THE THREAT IN TUG*S VOICE WAS 
QUIET BUT DEADLY EARNEST » 


Strongpoint 


THE CORPORAL GENTLY, FELT BENEATH 
FZ THE RIP IN THE POCKET --- 


= 
77/ THIS CON 4 
MUST HAVE STOPPED THE 
BULLET THAT HIT HIM / THE JZ 
BLOW OVER THE HEART 
KNOCKED HIM OUT / 






SUDDENLY, TUG BENT CLOSER... 
tz 


THERE’S A TEAR IN 
- DRESS ~~ 

LOOKS LIKE A_, 

BULLET ~ HOLE - 





- “ ¥ iS My 
THE EYES OF THE SOLDIER, RON WILLIAMS, FLICKERED OPEN ~~ GLAZED AT 
FIRST, THEY LIT UP IN WONOER WHEN TUG SHOWED HIM THE COIN, 
: 5 aA 


OY Lucky! YOU'RE NOT KIDDING / Pa 
BY oF THE COIN HADNT STOPPED IT, < 
THAT BULLET WOULD HAVE 
BEEN IN YOUR 
HEART. 


ates Si 


& \\ on 7 ww . 


coe! 









Strongpoint 2 


WhLaMs. HELD UP THE COIN FOR 
iL TO SEE ..- 2 


“SEE, THERE ARE 
F 7Wo GASHES ON [T+~ 
W ONE _ MAD 


NOT THE HALF OF IT, 
HARROP Mw OLD MAN GAVE ME 
THAT ar een 1o%, {T SAVED 
HIS LU IN_EXACTLY THE SAME 
WAY IN THE St wiRe ERE ~- 
PLL SHOW YOU 












iT 
SuRAPNEL. IN NINETEEN 
SEVENTEEN 
SY GUM, FHAT'S 
A LUCKY _ COI 
ALL RIGHTS 


ey trot MURMUR OF Ave FROM ‘THE OTHERS =, GROEN ABRUPTLY 
RAUC TRE LOUTISH SERGEANT 
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OCCASIONAL STREAMS OF TRACER STILL CRISS-CROSSED THE SKY BUT THE 
BULK OF THE FIRING HAD CEASED. THE ALLIED ATTACK HAD BEEN SGEATEN 
OFF ANO 7HE S/X MEN WERE MAROONEO (NV NO-MAN'S LANO f 


HEY, TUG ~~ THIS : JERRY WILL WINKLE_US OUT Y 
GULLY LEADS ON OF HERE FOR SURE IF WE _STAY- 
| TO A NARROW LEOGE LET’S SEE BURKE «~~ HE’S 
WHICH RUNS ALONG TRYING TO CONTACT HIS 

THE SIOE OF THE Ry H.@. ON THE WIRELESS. 
CLIFF ON OUR ] : 

RIGHT. 1T WGAT 

BE A WAY OUT. 


“Ah 





THERE HAO BEEN NO ANSWER TO BURKE’S CALLS ON THE WIRELE: 
ANO HE FLUNG DOWN THE MICROPHONE IN DISGUST 


{ FLAMIN? H.Q. «~~ 
THEY WON’T ANSWER! 
WRITTEN US OFF; LOOK, BURKE, MY BLOKE’S 
} SUPPOSE. FOUND A” LEOGE WHICH MIGHT 
. GIVE_US A WAY OUT OF THIS 


HOLE. JERRY’S ALREADY 
TRYING TO PIN-POINT US 
WITH HIS MORTARS. 


LEOGE~~ WAY JERRY'LL_ BE DROPPING 
OUT 7 WHAT _D’YOU MORTARS OA OUR NECKS 
THINK” WE ARE ~~ 5 ANY TIME NOW ~~ THEY’RE 
MOUNTAIN GOATS = RANGING CLOSER. THERE'S 
MORE LIKELY TO A CHANCE THE LEOGE MAY 

BREAK OUR ‘ LEAD DOWN INTO THE 

PERISHIN’? NECKS / VALLEY WHERE OUR 

SS. 





TUG NEVER, FINISHED _HIS SENTENCE HERE WAS A_OEAFENING CRASH AND 
A BLINDING FLASH AS A MORTAR BOMB EXPLODED ONLY TWO YARDS AWAY 
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A-ALL RIGHT / 
W-WE’LL GET | 
MOVIN? / “ON YOUR ' 
Fee Ts THE 'LOT 
> OFr YOU / 





Chapter; PATH OF Perit 


AS JACK BARKER LED THE WAY ON TO THE NARROW LEDGE, TU@ GLANCED 
ou HIS WATCH. THE TIME WAS O1-50_ HOURS ~~IT WAS A BARE THREE HOURS 


INCE SHE ATTACK HAD GONE IN ~~ THREE VIOLENT. HOURS . 


WAS MERE INCHES WIDE, 
IS ~~ ANO. 17 LEO!ONLY ONE 
SS 





Stfongpoint 


THE MURMUR OF GUTTURAL VOICES A FEW FEET ABOVE THEIR HEAD 
OF THE NEARNESS ‘OF AN ENEMY POSITION. THEN: TUG NOTICEO TH. 
MAN IN FRONT OF HIM, WILLIAMS, WAS SWAYING DANGEROUSLY - «- 


A\kL 
y 





‘S_WARNED 
AT THE 


Strongpoint 


| THE SCUFFLE OF FEET ANDO THE CLATTER OF FALLING STONES REACHED THE 
ALERT EARS OF THE GERMANS IN THE MACHINE-GUN EMPLACEMENT ... 


20 FS HA 
§ \ aN \ \ EADS 2 ae ; ti] 
wir nas Ne ae iets: a Vi 


| : 


Wy LA 
ZEN 
“¢ THESE MOUNTAINS 


GIVE YOU THE CREEPS-~ 
MAKE _‘YOU_IMAGINE 
THINGS / 


( \ Ni. 


tua 





CELY DARED TO BREATHE: 
6UT IT SEEMED THE GERMANS WERE 
SATISFIED, SO HE SET ABOUT SAVING 
WILLIAMS WHO WAS HANGING BY THE 

OUSE OF HIS eal ORESS 


IT WAS AN EXHAUST! 
AS AN EY ING » MUSCLE 
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TWENTY YARDS FARTHER ON, THE LEDGE WIDENED =» 
AND THERE, THE TWO MEN FOUND THE OTHERS -.. 


i) me 
oo RON 
y 


% 
YOURE ‘sare / 
| THOUGHT... 
Bn , 





| PROBABLY’ 
‘nO HAVE 


DONE IF YOU 
-HAON)T HELPED 
ME, CORPORAL, 


ON THEY ‘CREPT; "TAKING HAIR-RAISING RISKS _IN THE DARKNESS k 
YET ESCAPING DETECTION BY SHEER EFFRONTERY. FOR WAS THIS 
NOT THE ENEMY’S IMPREGNABSLE OFFENCE LINE P 


aN SU 
«a Wee 


cag <2. HOURS. THE RUMBLE OF HEAVY MOTORS ANO THE SCEASIONAL GLIMPSE 
IOVING LIGHTS TOLD TUG THAT _A ROAO WAS AHEAD OBA! 
Road CARRYING SUPPLIES TO THE TOWN OF CASSINO. SOON T Be WOULD 


eck WE 
TO TO 
GROUND aw ITLL BE ' 
LIGHT IN_LESS THAN 
AN HOUR. LET’S 
HAVE A_LOOK AT } 
THOSE ROCKS... 
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iN 
CONSTRUCT A_ HIOIN: oA NGST 
WOULD ESCAPE OETECTION ExCePT SY A Lost 


-UGH .’ ONCE MORE} 
JACK, ANO THAT 
SHOULD, Bo IT / 


NOSEY JERRY. 
NOTICES wee 


THE TWO ENGINEERS SLUMPED THAT'S: soMe COIN YOU'VE GOT 


EXHAUSTEDLY BESIDE THE OTHER ON / 0M NO’ 7, SURERSTITIOUS ~~ SUT Tv 
MEN ... ME YOU'VE 
: FEROOSE THe aL Win Slr 
H BE ABLE TO LIE UP) RON’S COIN A BEING SEEN, !" 
ROS FOR Nuc he LL NEVER KNOW. 4 
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THEY BEGAN TO BREAK OPEN THEIR EMERGENCY RATIONS BUT BURK! 
SLOW, MOROSE MIND WAS THINKING OF OTHER THINGS THAN FOOD . 


¥v. 





vO LUKE TO WIPE 
THE COCKY_GRIN OFF. 
THE FACE OF THAT. LITTLE 
SQUIRT, WILLIAMS. LUCKY 
COIN, MY EYE / 


OQURING THE LONG HOURS OF DAYLIGHT 
THE FIVE MEN RESTED UP, ONE 
ALWAYS KEEPING WATCH ... 


MUST BE ROUTE SIX ~~ 
NORTH TO ROME ~. SOUTH 
INTO CASSINO. THAT’S 
WHERE THOSE TRUCKS 

ARE HEADING .~ 





THE. HIDING-PLACE WAS CRAMPED; THEIR 
FOOD WOULD NOT LAST ANOTHER DAY 
AND TO TUG, IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT 
THEY MUST MOVE. THAT EVENING ... 


PWELL YOU_CAN PLEASE YOURSELF» 
BURKE ~~ STAY HERE IF YOU LIKE» 
BUT WE’RE TRYING TO REACH OUR 


SHOULON’T BE SURPRISED 

IF YOU DIDN'T WIN YOURSELF 
7A_GONG, MISTER BLOOMIN? 
HERO--OR A PAIR OF WINGS | [ff 
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THE TRAFFIC ON ROUTE 6 HAD DIED 
DOWN AS THE FIVE MEN EMERGED 
FROM THEIR CAVE ON TO. THE 
DARKENED HILLSIDE. AN- 

SILENCE FILLED THE AIR ~~ [T WAS 
THE LULL BEFORE THE NIGHTLY 
ASSAULT ON THE GERMAN LINE . 


Ee om = 


IS THERE ANY 
POINT IN- LUGGING 
THIS WIRELESS * 
AROUND WITH US, 

TUG > 


YOU NEVER 
KNOW; JACK, IT 
MAY GET _US OUT 

OF A SPOT... 


ENGINEER CORPORAL’S PLAN WAS TO. MAI FOR CASSINO. ALREADY, 


THE 
ALLIED TROOPS WER! 
GSUEO TROOPS WERE FIGHTING IN THE TOWN == PERHAPS COULD UINK 


ANO THEY GIVE MB 

AN_1OEA/ PITY To 

LET THEM GO TO 
WASTE HERE ! 





BESIDE THE PLES OF MINES 
WERe Two Boxes of 
ONATORS. IN A Fi 


THE TRACKWAYS THE BRIDGE 

CONSISTED. OF WOODEN PLANKS: LAIO 
ON “TOP OF GIRDERS ~~« ANO BENEATH 
EACH TRACK, TUG PLANTED A MINE . 


COULON’T Ge 
BETTER ~-WHEN 
A TRUCK ROLLS 4 
ON THE rm 


PLAN ‘ (= 
Im 


paint 
TELL BURKE TO GET UNOER 
BY TREES ~~ 

PLL BE WITH YOU NA 
FEW MINUTES ! 


> 
<> 
Zan 





IT WAS ‘THE WORK OF A FEW SECONDS, 
FOR. TO THE. SAPPER , “THE GERMAN 
SRITIsH Type. 

‘ Zz 


Z, 
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TUG FOUND THE OTHERS WAITING AT THE EDGE OF THE. COPSE 
HE WAS SURPRISED BY THE FURY OF SERGEANT BURKE 


YOU_GLISTERING: CRAZY Foot. / 

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE THAT FOR > 

NOW, WHEN THE JERRIES PICK US UP 

WE'LL BE ACCUSED OF SABOTAGE ~~ 

oa oe SHOOT US / 4 -OUGA7TA 
v 


fa) OY DOWN” | ye 
WHERE YOU STANOS 


TUG’S VOICE WAS COLOLY CONTEMPTUOUS AS -H 
INTO BURKE'S CONTORTED FACE. “THE MAN WAS SCARE ES. UNFLINCHINGLY 
YOU WON'T DO THAT, BURKE -- 
THE JERRIES MIGHT THINK YOu 
ING AT THEM ~~ AND 


THAT WOULO NEVER DO, 
WOULD iT > 
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STEADY, RON J 

YOU _CAN’T DO 

ANYTHING ABOUT 
Now J 


WAIT ~~ STOP» 


WILLIAMS ~~ 
Yor CAN’ Tee 


Strongpoint # 


IMMERSED AS THEY Puiu IN THIS DRAMATIC INCIDENT, THEY HAD NOT NOTICED 
THE APPROACH OF A CONVOY OF GERMAN LORRIES. WILLIAMS Nyy WELL OUT 
IN THE OPEN WHEN THE FIRST TRUCK HIT THE MINE. 
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/ THE LAST, UNDAMAGED HEAVY TRUCK DISGORGED 
A SHAKEN GROUP OF GERMAN SOLDIERS. 


1 REN 





Look! ew 
ENGLANDER / 
7 td 


Med THEY HAD SIGHTED THE DAZED | 
BI WILLIAMS SCRAMBLING TO 
HIS FEET... | 


THE GERMANS GUNS CAME UP~~A THE BRITISH. SOLDIERS WATCHED _'N j 
A ‘FROM’ THE EDGE OF THE 


GEO VOLLEY WAS AIMED AT, THE R | 


FIGURE. 


meee P NO, IT’S NO 

USE, GRAVETT~- 
AMD AT THAT RANGE SOME OF THE | BH WE CAN’T OO , 
BULLETS WERE BOUND TO: BIND THER ANY THING NOW - 
MARK, i “Td: 7 —s 


NEITHER MAN NOTICEO Ti 


F BATTLEO WITH EVIL’ WONDER .«.- 
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TUG WILSON’S STEN ADDED ITS STACCATO 
CLATTER TO THE DIN ~~AS BURKE SCRASBLED 
ON HANOS AND KNEES, FEVERISHLY SEEKING 
THE DROPPED COIN. 





=a 
x 


GET MOVING ~~ 
WHILE WE HOLD 
7EM OFF / 


\\ 
EX \ 


SPF 


SS 
TANS 
WY \ 


AN 


SS 


\) 


P| ye 
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BURKE TOO WAS BLUNDERING OFF INTO THE WOODS. THEN 
WERE EMPTY AND TUG AND JACK TURNED AND RACED 


LAT! 
MAGAZINES: 
AFTER THE OTHERS -.- 
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pears) MAD FLIGHT LEFF THE THEY HESITATED SESIDE THE ROAD Ai 
MANS FAR BEHIND AND SUDDENLY} | THEN BURKE DIO A STRANGE THING / 
GRAVETT CAME TO AN ABRUPT HALT.| | STEPPED BOLDLY INTO THE ROAD AND 
. BEGAN TO WALK T@IVARDS THE 


BOMB-WRECKED H ES ... 


A ROAD! 

SUILONSS WHAT = WHAT’S 
ed HE DOING > LUMME, 

Z HE’S GONE OFF HIS 


“ROCKER #« MUST 





SAAR” 


THE THUNOER OF GUNS ANO THE RATTLE OF AUTOMATIC WEAPONS was B GROWING 


WN VOLUME. TRACERS WERE FLICKERING ACROSS THE SKY LI 
= ee a TACK WAS A QUARTER OF A MILE AWAY ON THE OTHER SIDE OF 
THROUGH 
HERE ~~ COME 
ON, BUT KEEP 
Quiet / 
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{T_WAS.A NEW BURKE WHO GAVE THE ORDERS AND TUG, WHO WAS MARVELLING 
AT THE TRANSFORMATION, COULD ‘NOT KNOW THAT IT WAS POSSESSION OF 
WILLIAMS’ LUCKY, COIN THAT HAO. CHANGED THE COWARDLY SERGEANT . 
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THE STREET CLEARED AND TUG WILSON’S, THOUGHTS JURNED AT 
ONCE TO THE CHANCES OF REJOINING “THEIR OWN LINE: 


LOO! aw U +{ PLEASE PLL COME 
Ky SRN pe CAN ii {Yoursete...) { WITH YOU, 


BE MORE THAI FEW 
HUNDRED YARDS. FROM THE 
FRONT LINE ~~HOW ABOUT IF 
t ae (F_THERE’S SOME 


© OUR SI 


NS ane THE TWO MEN MELTED THROU : SCRA SHADOMS 
OF THE TOWN ~* DE TOURING, SIDE~TRACKING But al MOVING 
NEARS so "THE FIERCELY DISPUTED FRONT LINE 
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IAN POSITIONS WERE TWO_ENGINEERS CLAMBE 
US <~ TH 


MORE THE 
‘ CRACKLE OF SMALL-! | THE RUBBLE INTO 
ARMS FIRE’ ANDO THE CRUMP OF T . THI 





QUICK, JACK » 
IN HERE ~~ THERE’S FF 
A JERRY TANKS Jj 


ROAR OF THE TANK’S MOTORS WAS DEAFENING ‘AND THE TOWER SHOOK 
(F IT WOULD COLLAPSE WITH THE VIBRATION ... 2 
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BS TAs ENGINES SUDDENLY COUGHED INTO SILENCE ANO SOUNDS OF - i 
IENTS AND VOICES FROM BELOW REACHED THE EARS OF TUG AND JACK... | 
' 


ALLIES WERE ADVANCING WITH RECKLESS 
AGE BUF THE ENEMY’S MORTARS . 
SEARCHING OUT WITH DEAOLY 


ISON GACH LITTLE GROUP OF : 
AULT “TROOPS . 7 
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¢ { ye (0; 
+ : 4 
= ~<A 





Strongpoint 


ISMAY SEIZED THE TWO BRITISHERS AS THEY WATCHED ATTACK AFTER ATTACK 
BEING CUT TO PIECES +~THEN THE CORP: 





EDULOUS 
EXCLAMATION . 3 


apy HEY! THAT MORTAR 
FIRE’S BEING DIRECTED \ 
FROM THE TANK BELOW- ~ 
LISTEN ... 





INCREASE RANGE GY THREE See! We've 
YARDS. OPEN BARRAGE + GOT _TO 00 
TARGET BEHIND WALL . 





" 7, 
f WITH EVERY SECOND’S DELAY, MORE 
OF THE ATTACKERS MIGHT DIE_~~ 
SO TUG AND JACK SPRANG INTO 
INSTANT ACTION. 
V 
$ 


la 
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JACK FELLED HIS MAN WITH ONE TERRIBLE: SWING, BUT THE OFFICER HAD 


AC 
MANAGED TO AVOID ‘TUG WILSON’S FIRST. ATTACK 





THE ORIVER, 
JACK ~~ GET , 
7HE ORIVER ¢ 
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SOMEHOW THE SAPPER REACHED TWO TO ONE’S 

THE GERMAN DRIVER ‘BEFORE HE NOT FAIR ~~ BUT i 
COULD BRING UP_HIS MACHINE PISTOL ‘THERE'S NO RULES WY 

TO THE AIM AND THEY GRAPPLED IN THIS GAME / | r 


DESPERATELY TOGETHER 6ESIDE 
THE TANK . 
SACK == 7H7S:- 
MAP! 17 GES 
ALL FAE SERRY 
MORTAR POS/TIONS / } 
WE'VE GO7 TO 
GET THESE BACK... 


IT WAS VITAL ~~ IF ALLIED ARTILLERY KNEW THE PINPOINTS OF THE DEADLY: 
GERMAN MORTARS, THEY COULD BE DESTROYED WITH THE SAME RUTHLESS 
ACCURACY .AS THEY THEMSELVES HAO USEO IN BREAKING EVERY INFANTRY 
ASSAULT ON ‘THEIR LINES . ; 


“ANK : NO GO, TUG ~~ 
GULD WE GETIN” THE JERRIES WORK 
COULD WE GET IN 

TOUCH WITH OUR ON A DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE: WITH . FREQUENCY BAND 
b> THAT, JACK 2 TO OUR SETS. 


HECK ! / ANWOW... THE PACK 
SET GACK TAERE WITH BURKE ! 
THAT’OD OO IT! COME ON; JACK 

NO -- WAIT --. WE'D BETTER T 

THIS LOT UP FIRST. 
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MEANWHILE, IN THE DARK CELLAR ON THE EDGE: OF CASSINO, THE LONG WAIT 
INTHE MIOST OF THE ENEMY WAS FRAYING THE TAUT NERVES OF HARRY 


REND. WHO HAD BEEN BROODING OVER THE TRAGIC DEATH OF HIS 


WHERE THE BL. Bee Vn ee Sr 


HAVE THOSE TWO 
GOT TO? RUN QUT ON 
US, PLL’ BET, THE 
NO-GOOD RATS / 


WHY DON’T YOU KEEP 
STILL, SERGEANT --YOU 
MAKE ME NERVOUS, KEEP 
TOSSING THAT COIN UP 

AND DOWN, UP AND .« 


(DED TO A WHISPER 
HORRIFIED SHOUT. 


«s+ THAT COIN ~~ 
400K 


ARGH ~~SHUT_UP/ THAT \ 
FOOL’ WILLIAMS HAD HIS 


SHARE OF LUCK ~~ NOW 
IT'S 47x” TURN / 
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AS GRAVETT LEVEREO HIMSELF Ue WARDS HS ena, FELL ON: ‘THE ieee 
{OF HIS RIFLE. ALL THE PENT-UP HATRED oF F IE BULLYING SERGEAI 
nN WeEEeD i TECINS IDE: HIM ANO THE BauTiSh, SNEERING FACE SHOWED THROUGH 








YOU - - COULON’T-- 
KILL. A] LAME 
TORTOISE f 
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THE SERGEANT. TURNED ° 
CONTEMPTUOQUSLY AWAY, .. 
~ VLL TAKE 
e; THIS / 


| 





FINGERS CLOSED ON THE LUCKY COIN ANO 
KED. CRY HE FLUNG. IT TOWAROS THE WINDOW... 


@_| 
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Th Se f / > 
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ay Y-YOU WON*T . 
MY HAVE THE COIN, it. \ = if 
HLL MAKE SURE BN | 
OF... AAAGA S 


a 3 BURKE HAD REACTED INSTANTLY AND VIOLENTLY 
Sree gg JO THE SUDDEN MOVEMENT, 








HIS EYES WIOE_WITH PANIC, BURKE 
SPUN ROUND. THE COIN WAS ROLLING 
INTO THE ROADWAY ... 


THE COIN <= 
ase 
woe “HAVE 


AT THAT PRECISE MOMENT, 
‘TUG WILSON AND HIS FELLOW 
ROYAL ENGINEER HAO ALMOST 
COMPLETED THEIR PERILOUS 
JOURNEY BACK TO THE 
CELLAR. 
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THERE WAS NO PITY _IN BURKE'S HEART 
FOR THE FIGURE WRITHING ON “THE 
FLOOR ~~ HIS HALF-CRAZED THOUGHTS 
WERE CENTRED ON THE COIN AND : 
NOTHING ELSE . 
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TWO MORE YARDS AND THE: GERMAN MACHINE-GUNNERS’ HARD, ALERT EYES 
WOULD HAVE UNDOUBTEDLY SEEN THE TWO MEN. INSTEAD, IT WAS THE 
STRANGE FIGURE OF BURKE THAT CAUGHT THEIR ATTENTION ... 





DONNER UND 
EL/7ZEN / ENGLANDER-- 
LOOK / TRAVERSE 


INSTANTLY, THE SPANDAU 
SWUNG ROUNO AND OPENED 
UP WITH A TERRIFYING 
CLATTER +. 
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THE SERGEANT FELL ANDO THE FINGERS THAT HAD GROPED. 
FRANTICALLY FOR TI UCKY COIN WERE SUDDENLY STILLED. 


YVLL CHUCK “THIS 
GRENADE WHILE YOU 
\ TAKE °EM AT 
THE SIDE / 





KEEPING OUT OF SIGHT OF: THE es UNTIL THE LAST Hossele MOMENT, 
TUG AND JACK SEoSeo STRONGPOINT. -<THEN THEY SPRANG 
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| THE GRENADE EXPLODED OEAFENINGLY ~~ THERE WA : 
| NOTHING MORE FOR JACK BARKER TO 00. 7M BLOWED IF 
? ° ZZ 1) KNOW. GRAVETT 
ALL QUIET, TUG.’ WHAT © MAY BE ABLE TO 
THE DEUCE WAS BURKE g TELL US WHAT WAS 
L DOING OUT IN THE g GOING ON ~~NIP 
RY STREET, Orvou RECKON >, Z ACROSS TO THE 
CELLAR_AND GET 
HIM_ANO THE 
RAOIO. WELL 
SET OURSELVES 


THE WIRELESS SET HAO SURVIVED THE 
AROUOUS JOURNEY ANO HUMMED INTO 
LIFE WHEN JACK SWITCHED ON. HE 
TUNED INTO A NETWORK THAT WAS 
WORKING IN PLAIN LANGUAGE .- -. 


BARKER RETURNED WITH THE AYCO ONE TO 
WIRELESS ... ALONE / ALL STATIONS / 
LAYCO ONE 





GRAVETT’S DEAD, TUG +~ LOOKS 
TO ME AS IF HE WAS SHOT WITH 
A RIFLE~~A7 CLOSE RANGES 


Good GRIEF / 
BY BURKE; 
YOU MEAN ~- 
HE MUST. 
HAVE GONE 


iT, 
sl ada 

HALLO, LAYCQ ONE ~- 
THIS IS AN EMERGENCY / 
HALLO; LAYCO, ONE ~~ 
THIS IS AN EMERGENCY .’ 
LISTEN CAREFULLY... 
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fr TOOK SEVERAL MINUTES TO CONVINCE THE WIRELESS OPERATOR .THAT THE 
6STRANGE CALL DID NOT COME FROM A GERMAN STATION. BUT AT LAST THE 
VITAL INFORMATION HAO BEEN EXCHANGED --- 












YESSIR/ THIS IS THE 
goa GREAT SCOTT! 

TUS 75 
RED-HOT ¢ 
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FROM _THEIR POSITION SEHIND THE ENEMY LINES, TUG WILSON ANO JACK PenKer 
HEARD _ THE MOAN OF MORTAR BOMBS ANO THE SWISH OF SHELLS Orenren 
THEN CAME THE DEVASTATING EXPLOSIONS ... 


yp. ~ aa; 
are 





LISTEN TO 
THOSE SHELLS 
GOING OVER / 


YOU'RE SURE THIS «SPOT 

WASN’T ON THAT MAP, 

TUG P "0D HATE TO BE 

CLOBBERED BY OUR OWN 

BLOKES AT THIS STAGE 
OF THE GAME 


THE INFANTRY, CROUCHED IN THE RUBBLE OF CASSINO, WERE’ QUICK TO _REALIS® 
THAT THE GERMAN MORTARS HAO BEEN SILENCED. WITH A CONCERTED 
BATTLE-CRY OF DEFIANCE, THEY SURGED FORWARD. 
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THAT GLORIOUS » OEATH- DEFYING f 
CHARGE CARRIED THE SRITISH 
TROOPS DEEP INTO THE ENEMY 
LINES ~~ AWD THEY FOCVO 
TWO ROYAL ENGINEERS 
ALREADY THERE / 


Hi, THERE ~~ 
WHAT'S BEEN 
KEEPING 


AUNT FANNY ROUND 

THE GASWORKS ~~ HOW 
OID You BLOKES 
GET HERE > 


THAT'S A LONG 

STORY ~= ANO ‘SOME 

OF (IT WILL_BEST 

REMAIN UNTOLD, 
| GUESS / 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 60—CON QUER—OR DIE ! No. 63—CLOSE RANGE 


The gallant remnants of a defeated It was not only a name that Dave 
army fought on in the mountains of Warren stole from the dead man—it 
Crete against treachery and everything was also a reputation. His craving for 
a merciless enemy could hurl against action had led him into a situation 
them. most perilous. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 6I—GUN DECK 


Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
September Sth, are :— 

No. 64—BREAKING POINT No. 66—TASK FORCE 

No. 65—DANGER DIVES DEEP No. 67—BATTLE DROP 





BOBBY CHARLTON 


(Manchester United and England Star ) 


writes for you 
every week in 


TIGER 


the weekly paper for all 
sports enthusiasts 


EF you're keen on football, you 

must read “ROY OF THE 
ROVERS ”—the action-packed 
soccer picture story written by 
Bobby Charlton every week in 
TIGER. It’s an exciting, true-to-life _ 
story about the adventures, on and 
off the field, of a typical First 
Division football team. 


You will also find in this fine paper :-— 


-* JIM PETERS’ Olympic Scrapbook 


in which world-famous Marathon champion Jim Peters tells you the 
story behind the Olympic Games. 


* Picture stories about motor-racing, boxing, underwater swimming 
and many other exciting subjects. 


‘MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR COPY EVERY TUESDAY 


TIGER — 4 





